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From the Principal's Pen
MKES Families,

Wow!  Heading into November  is such a treat with El dia de los muertos and all the
wonderful events we just enjoyed.  Enrichment after-school is in full swing.  Bridges
math information night was so fun!  The RULER for families information evening was
amazing. Our fourth grade hosted the Hispanic Heritage Celebration which was
incredible, as usual. I brought my family to attend the Trunk-o-Treat tradition, and I
paraded with pre-K to 5th graders on Halloween!  

My heart is exploding with gratitude connecting with students, families, staff, and the
community.  I hope to continue connecting during our Coffee and Conversations series
starting on Monday, November 7th at 9:15 AM in the MKES cafe.

As we continue to build our relationship, we hope to nurture the most significant areas
of students’ lives, home and school, and ensure a strong partnership.  We feel we are
living up to this standard.  We know from parent-teacher conferences, conversations
with clinicians, one-on-one conversations at events, and constant presence in and
around school, our lines of communication are fluid and in motion.  Please keep reaching
out and connecting with us.

On behalf of the entire MKES faculty and staff, we are thankful for you, our supportive
parents, and all of our families for the generosity and continued support you show us
each day.  We thank you for volunteering for all things!  Thank you for making picture
day a huge success and for all the planning and preparation for after-school programs. 
 Thank you for making sure you are remaining engaged and challenging us to become
better!  



Drop-Off & Pick-Up
It has come to our attention that members of our community are pulling into the bus loop when
the weather is inclement.  We need all cars to use the car loop, and to be mindful of all the foot

and car traffic at arrival and dismissal times in the interest of everyone’s safety and
convenience. 

 
REMINDERS

A kind reminder that students should bring water bottles with them to school. Students are
encouraged to use the refill stations around school, which will help lower waste.

A gentle reminder that students will continue to go outside for PhysEd, and recess every day
that we can.  Should there be rain, wind, or snow, we watch the radar and thermometer and if
there is no precipitation, children will go outside.  We care about your child(ren)’s health but
also know that outdoor activity is crucial to a healthy lifestyle. We ask that you watch and
listen to local weather reports and help your child dress according to our guidelines below. 

 Children are happiest when they are playing.  We need your help in keeping children outdoors
and enjoying the cool fresh air as long as possible.

THANKSGIVING
n the spirit of Thanksgiving, I hope you know how appreciated you are.  My sincerest thanks to
all the parent-guardian volunteers.  You help make MKES amazing!  We have had an incredibly

uccessful two months of school because we are  incredibly fortunate to have MKESA parents as
 resource for our school.  Thank you for all the volunteer efforts that go into making us better.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

With Gratitude,

Inas





Kindergarten
Kindergarteners Are Thankful!

This month we have many fun and educational activities planned for
Kindergarten. In support of our Family Unit in Social Studies students will

explore the idea that families are different and that families have different
traditions to celebrate the holidays. Towards the end of the month we will be

hosting a Thanksgiving Feast for our students and two members of their
families. Students will sing songs about turkeys in English and Spanish. In the

classroom, students will do crafts and share the things for which they are
thankful. 

Focus questions for the month: 
What are you thankful for? 

Who is in your family?
What are some of your family traditions? 

Reminder:  Please sign up to bring something for the Thanksgiving feast!



1st Grade
First Graders Explore Math Concepts in

Number Corner
Number Corner is an exciting part of our day in first

grade! During Number Corner, first graders engage in
daily workouts that introduce, reinforce and extend
important skills and concepts in the first grade math

curriculum. An important part of this practice is building
and using the Number Corner display for each month,

which includes the calendar, daily graph, hundred grid and
collection chart. Students and teachers work together to
practice counting, patterning, and computation. Number

Corner gives our first graders the opportunity to
practice math concepts in a hands-on, concrete way,
helping them to build their knowledge and skill while

having fun! 



2nd Grade
Fun Times in Second Grade!

 
The second grade students continue to have fun and learn a lot! We
enjoyed our community walk around Mount Kisco, where we go to
meet police officers, fire fighters, the town judge and even Mayor

Picinich! What an exciting and memorable experience.
 

We also had an awesome time visiting the Westmoreland Sanctuary.
We built birdboxes, took a hike, and toured the museum and all it has

to offer. We all had an awesome time having this amazing experience!
 

Please read on a nightly basis with you child…it helps us in the
classroom! Be sure to ask open ended questions about the stories you

read with your child to allow them the opportunity to expand
inferential thinking.

 
As always, thank you for your partnership!



3rd Grade
This past month, we learned about Fire Safety. The Mount
Kisco Fire Department visited our school and talked about

ways to keep ourselves safe during fire emergencies. In
literacy, we have been learning about strategies we can use to

better understand the books we read. Be sure to encourage
your child to retell, predict, and do a comprehension check. In
addition, we have been learning about different strategies to
tackle hard words. Some include: chunking the word, sounding
it out, using context clues, asking “Does it sound like a word I

know?” and “Does it look like a word I know?” In math, students
will be introduced to multiplication. Please support your child’s

learning by making sure students are memorizing their
multiplication facts at home. Flashcards are a great way to

help with automaticity. 
We hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving! Gobble Gobble! 



4th Grade
Fourth Grade is “Falling” into Learning

We have to start by telling you how grateful the Fourth Grade team is with all your
support and participation during our Hispanic Heritage Celebration. The students
worked really hard on their projects and they were all very excited to see you all. 
 We also appreciate the time shared during our Parent Teacher Conferences, our

commitment is to support your children, so having the opportunity to meet you all
was really important to foster our partnership.

 
As you have noticed, this year the students are not bringing an agenda home with

them. Please make sure to check their  home folder daily to find information about
general information and their homework. Also, be on the lookout for our math

minute folder and send it back to school the next day. 

Every night students have a 2 sided math worksheet to
complete 

Study math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and
division for 5-10 minutes a night

Reading in the language of the day nightly for 15-30 minutes
Asking your child questions before, after and during reading

Ways to help at Home:



October has been a busy month in fifth grade. We’ve
continued to build community with RULER social emotional

lessons and class meetings where we discussed kindness,
good choices, and positive behaviors. Our trip to the FLMS

Ropes Course gave us an opportunity to practice our
problem solving and team building skills. It was a great trip!

 
In Math, the fifth graders learned long division and tackled

some challenging word problems using a variety of
strategies including bar modeling. Please be aware that the
fifth graders will be having a cumulative math assessment
in early November, so they should be reviewing their class

notes and completing homework nightly in preparation.
 

To our parents - we thoroughly enjoyed the meaningful
conversations with all of you during the recent parent

teacher conferences and we thank you for your continued
support.  

 
Coming Soon

Tuesday, November 8 - Superintendent’s Conference Day -
No School

Friday, November 11 - Veterans Day - No School
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25 - Thanksgiving

Recess - No School

5th Grade
What’s News in Fifth Grade



Why Reading to Your Kids in Your Home
Language Will Help Them Become Better Readers

By Lydia Breiseth

As a parent, you may be wondering whether you should be reading to
your children in Spanish or English. You may be afraid that reading to

them in Spanish will confuse them as they try to learn English, and
that it will make it harder for them to read in English. You may also be
concerned that you shouldn't read to them in English if you don't feel

comfortable with your own English skills.
While it is important to encourage and support your child's efforts to
learn English, research shows that children who are read to in their

native language (such as Spanish) will have an easier time learning to
read in their second language (such as English). The benefits are even
greater for children who learn to read first in their native language.
This means that by developing your child's literacy skills in Spanish,

you will be making it easier for them to learn to speak, read, and write
English in the future.

 
Article Credit: ¡Colorín colorado! https://www.colorincolorado.org/
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Health Office
Keep Kids Warm All Winter

 What to wear
• Dress children warmly for outdoor activities since they go outside every day during recess. 
• The rule of thumb for young children is to dress them in one more layer of clothing than an

adult would wear in the same conditions.
• Several thin layers will keep them dry and warm. Always remember warm boots, gloves or

mittens, and a hat. 
• Wearing a hat cuts body heat loss. Take extra care with fingers and toes. Wear an extra pair

of socks and wear boots.
• Choosing mittens over gloves will keep your fingers warmer.

 What to watch out for
• Hypothermia

• Frostbite
Keep Your Child Healthy

• Get Enough Sleep. Sufficient sleep is an essential component of good health and disease
prevention. A good night’s sleep makes everyone more productive and keeps our immune systems

operating well. Young kids should get 10 hours of sleep per night.
• Eat Well. Healthy eating fuels our immune systems and plays a huge role in our long-term health.

Encourage your family to eat brightly-colored fruits and vegetables – ideally 2 fruits and 3
vegetables per day during meals and snacks.

• Watch Outdoor Temperatures. limit their time outdoors when it’s very cold, and especially when
temperatures drop into the 20’s, or lower depending on the wind chill. 

• Wash Hands. This is the single most effective way to prevent most winter illnesses (and
throughout the whole year)! Any virus can be spread when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or
touches a surface and leaves behind secretions. Washing hands regularly and correctly. Key points
include washing hands for at least 20 seconds (the length of 2 “Happy Birthdays”) and making sure

to hit all parts of the hands and fingers.
 



Learning Speecialists
Fall into Learning 

by Andrew Weidmann, Brianna Leslie, Deneane Carrozza,   Leigh Viviano and Marie Lou Gilbert

Establish a consistent after school routine. Have a designated time and place for
your child to do their homework/nightly reading. Avoid distractions whenever

possible such as television or video games or phones or tablets during homework
time. 

For long-term projects, post a timeline to help your child stay on track. Frequent
check-ins are helpful! 

Have your child practice math facts and read nightly. 
Children are never too old to be read to or to read to you. 

If your child continues to struggle with homework, speak to his/her teacher. 
Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep and has a good breakfast every

morning. 

The start of the school year is an exciting time for students, parents and teachers.
The home-school connection is a key element of student success. We encourage

students to share what they learn in the classroom at home. As we strive for
academic success, the following are some tips for a great year: 



Sports Section By: Rylan Borror, Craig Henley,
 and Melissa Ponzio 

Our MKES students had a great month in PE!
 

Students in our upper grades had a successful team handball unit, and recently began their soccer unit. 
 Students in our younger grades are working on their throwing and catching skills, soccer skills, and using a

variety of manipulatives (hula hoops, scarves, beanbags) to build coordination.
 

Throughout the month, our aim with all of our students is to enhance soccer skills and interest as the
World Cup commences in late November!!  Classes throughout the school will be assigned a World Cup

country, and we will track their team’s progress as the tournament continues.  Who(which class) will win it
all!?!? 

 
We have our first GOLDEN SNEAKER WINNERS announcement!!  The Golden Sneaker is an award given to
two students in each grade, every month, for their outstanding efforts in PE.  These deserving recipients

have demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship, attitude, and effort in class, and their pictures are hanging
on the bulletin board outside the gym!  Stop by and check them out! 

 
Here are our October Golden Sneaker Award Winners:

Megan Gomes (5th), Kayla Salazar Madrid (5th), Noe Felipe Mendez (4th), Maeve Goett (4th), John Puma
(3rd), Grace Gioffre (3rd), Serena Velez (2nd), Eric Guartatanga (2nd), Darwin Rivera (1st), Jackie Comito

(1st), Olivia Nunez (K), and Lucas Mahes (K). 
 

Congratulations to our October Golden Sneaker Winners. 



Notes fr
om  Mr. Filetto

Fall is upon us and your children continue to grow musically in
lessons and band rehearsals. Lesson attendance is very important
and your support is very helpful. The more lesson time I can have

with your children, the greater progress they make (provided
they are also practicing at home).

 
Additionally, the 5th grade band has begun weekly rehearsals,
meeting on Wednesday mornings at 8am. We have a total of 7
rehearsals remaining before the Winter Concert on December

15th. Attendance at every rehearsal is very important, as this is
our only opportunity to practice playing as a full band. Please

make sure your children attend each Wednesday morning
rehearsal.

 
As always, feel free to get in touch with any questions or

concerns! 


